THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

fattens' and found two negroes sick . . . ordered
them to be blooded;" "found that lightening had
struck my quarters and near 10 Negroes in it, some
very bad but with letting blood they recover'd;"
" ordered Lucy down to the House to be Physikd,"
and " found the new negro Cupid, ill of a pleurisy
at Dogue Run Quarter and had him brot home in a
cart for better care of him. . . . Cupid extremely 111
all this day and at night when I went to bed I thought
him within a few hours of breathing his last."

This matter of sickness, however, had another
phase, which caused Washington much irritation at
times when he could not personally look into the
cases, but heard of them through the reports of his
overseers. Thus, he complained on one occasion,
" I find by reports that Sam is, in a manner, always
returned sick ; Doll at the Ferry, and several of the
spinners very frequently so, for a week at a stretch ;
and ditcher Charles often laid up with lameness. I
never wish my people to work when they are really
sick, or unfit for it; on the contrary, that all neces-
sary care should be taken of them when they are
so ; but if you do not examine into their complaints,
they will lay by when no more ails them, than all
those who stick to their business, and are not com-
plaining from the fatigue and drowsiness which they
feel as the effect of night walking and other prac-
tices which unfit them for the duties of the day."
And again he asked, fils there anything particular
in the cases of Ruth, Hannah and Pegg, that they
have been returned sick for several weeks together ?
Ruth I know is extremely deceitful; she has beenooks on agriculture as he
